NEWSLETTER
ILSHAM C OF E ACADEMY
SPRING FIRST HALF TERM
Head of Academy Update
Dear Parents,
What a fantastically busy half term we have just had. All of our children have been immersed in
such wonderful learning opportunities across a range of curriculum areas and they have also
enjoyed visits, visitors and taking part in a session in the Life Education bus. As always, we are
very grateful for the ongoing home-school partnership that we have and we have been blown
away by the quality of home-learning coming into school over the past few weeks.
In this newsletter, the class contributions are based on the subject of Science. All across the
academy this half term, all of the classes have been engrossed in science learning, developing
a range of scientific enquiry skills from predicting, to hypothesising, observing to drawing
conclusions. Please look out for this section in the newsletter.
As always, we look forward to receiving any of your feedback so please let one of us know if
there is something you think we do really well or if there is
something we could do even better.
Have a lovely half-term break and enjoy your family time
together.
Best wishes,
Miss Ryan

SPRING TERM
February
17th-21st February
24th February
25th February
27th February
March
2nd & 4th March
5th March
19th March
23rd-25th March
26th March

27th March
27th March

Half Term
Willows “I Wish I Was A…” Day
Year 5 trip to St Nicholas Priory
Fire Safety Talks for Years 2 & 5

Parent Consultations
World Book Day
PTFA / School Disco
Year 4 Residential
Easter Service, 2pm,
St Matthias Church & Easter
Tea
Mufti Day for School Charity
End of Term

SUMMER TERM
April
14th April
Start of Summer Term
May
Friday 8th May
25th-29th May

Bank Holiday
Half Term

June
1st-5th June
10th June
11th June
12th June
15th – 18th June

Non Pupil Days
Class Photographs
Year 5 Activity Day at Torquay Academy
Year 5 Taster Day at Spires College
Bikeability – Year 5

July
21st July

Last Day of Term

Together we empower excellence
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World Read Aloud Day
We celebrated this special day with a „Stop
everything and Read!‟ session in every class
across our Academy. We highly value the
quality time that we spend reading stories,
poems or rhymes with our classes every
day. This is the time when we use our
storyteller‟s voice to read aloud to the
children and give the children the opportunity
to travel to another time or place in their
imaginations and become totally immersed
in the excitement of a great story. I could not
resist taking the opportunity to squelch and
squerch through the thick oozy mud with the
Willows on a Bear Hunt, one of our favourite
read-aloud stories!

Maths Success
We are very proud to be in the top 2%
of all primary schools in the country for
our performance in mathematics at the
end of Key Stage 2 last academic year.
100% of our children reached or
exceeded the expected standard. Our
achievement was acknowledged by the
Right Honourable Mr Nick Gibb,
Minister of State for School Standards.
Thank you to the staff who work so
hard to support our children.
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Thank you everyone, yet again, for another successful Christmas Fair.
Christmas Fair
We gave you a quick update last time with regards to the Christmas Fair
and thank you again for coming along and supporting our event. It‟s
such an important event for the children and each year we try to make it
as fun as possible. We made a whopping profit of £962.10 all of which
will be ploughed back into the school to support educational activities
and equipment.
Giving back
Key stage two scooter rack
We are in the final stages of purchasing a scooter rack for KS2 children, we are just finalising the right
choice and then we will be full steam ahead.
New and revamped classroom libraries
The PTFA are providing money towards the new, revamped classroom libraries as
and when they are updated. The money raised at the events you support means
we can help the school make the classroom libraries a more vibrant and fun place
to sit and read.
Upcoming events
Disco time! Those dancing feet will need warming up for the annual
school disco taking place on Thursday 19 March. It will cost £2.50 a
ticket which will include squash and festival glitter. Along with the latest
tunes, there will be sweets, crisps and pocket money toys available to
buy.
Details: 3.15pm to 4.15pm Reception through to Year 2.
4.45pm to 5.45pm Years 3,4, 5 and 6.
For the first session children can bring their party clothes to school and
get changed in the classroom before. They will be collected at 4.15pm.
If you do not want your child to have festival glitter, then please let the
office know before the event.
Easter tea
Following the Easter Service, the PTFA will be putting on and Easter Tea.
Weather permitting, we will hold it in the playground, if not we will be in the
Qube. Look out for details nearer the time. Please join us for cake and Easter
treats. Thursday 26 March.
This Photo by Un-
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Classroom Snapshots
The focus for this newsletter is on our scientific
learning and science activities in the
classroom

The Willows
The Willows have been immersed in experiments that have encouraged them to talk
about what they observe about the world around them, some of the changes that occur
and what might cause these changes. This all began with a crime scene outside the
Willows classroom one morning when the children discovered that the super villain Mr
Freeze had trapped their little Super Hero people in blocks of ice! The children took on
the role of super scientists and investigated different ways of melting the ice to free
them. Close observation of the changes during these ice experiments generated some
new words for our vocabulary jar too, such as transparent, slippery, solid and liquid.
The children have also been closely watching the progress of the Spring bulbs that
they planted and they predict that we will have some lovely daffodils very soon!
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The Rowans
The Rowans have been learning all about
animals this half term. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed learning about the
different types of mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians and reptiles and what they all
eat! The Rowans were so excited to bring
their animal toys in from home to sort them
into groups using a venn diagram. The
vocabulary from the children has been
outstanding, and it has been wonderful
hearing the children talk about carnivores,
omnivores and herbivores! We have also
been learning about the human body, which
was supported by our visit from the Life
Education team. The children loved thinking
about the parts of the body and labelling
each other!

The Beeches
This half-term, the Beeches have
been learning about living things.
We have learnt the acronym MRS
GREN to help us to remember
what all living things need. We
have looked at different animal
habitats and have visited the
school garden where we observed
animals and insects within their
habitats. We considered why an
animal is suited to its habitat and
how, over time, it has adapted to it.
Finally, we looked at what plants
need to thrive and be healthy. As a
class, we grew cress in different
conditions and made predictions
about which cress seeds would
flourish.
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The Maples
The Maples have been learning about
light in their Science lessons. This has
involved conducting experiments to
understand how light is reflected from
surfaces and that we need light in order
to see things. In one investigation, we
tested how the strength of the sun‟s light
changes - this can be seen in the photos
below. We have also investigated how
shadows are formed when the light from
a light source is blocked and how they
change in size.

The Hollies
The Hollies have been learning about
sound in their Science learning. This
has involved conducting experiments
to understand how sounds are made
by vibrations. The children also
learned how sound waves travel to
our ear. A major part of our learning
centered around exploring the
difference between pitch and volume
and children used their understanding
to create their own musical
instruments. The children adapted
their creations to alter the pitch and
amplitude.
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The Oaks
Working as scientists this half term,
the children have been investigating
more about our solar system.
Throughout the last month the
children have been keeping a moon
diary where they were observing
over time to record the changes in
the appearance of the moon. Using
Oreo biscuits, the children recreated
the different phases of the moon and
labelled them. This led them onto the
movement of both the Earth and the
Moon in relation to the Sun. Scientific
vocabulary has been a focus and
children have been encouraged
throughout the sequence of learning
to include it in their responses.

The Monkey Puzzles
This term Monkey Puzzles have been looking at the heart
and circulatory system and what is important in a healthy
diet. We have looked at the main constituents of blood and
we created a mock-up of the main constituent parts and
discussed their function/s. This photo catches the moment
when one of the children is stunned by the fact that there
can be up to 1 billion 250 million platelets in a teaspoon of
blood. Our
topic was
supported by
the arrival of the Life Education van, who
discussed the harmful effects that certain
drugs can have. The catchphrase „all
medicines are drugs but not all drugs are
medicines‟ is still sounding in my ears.
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Life Education
The Life Education mobile classroom is an annual visitor to Ilsham Academy. It is a charity
which provides health and drug education support to schools, which forms a part of our PHSE
curriculum. Together with Life Education mascot Harold the Giraffe, the Educator talks to the
children about age-appropriate topics ranging from the wonders of the human body, healthy
eating, friendship and the use of medicines, alcohol & tobacco. The children always find their
trips to the „bus‟ to be enjoyable as well as informative, and look forward to their class session
and a new topic each time.

Chess to Impress
We had some great success in the Under 9s
section at the recent Torquay Boys‟ Grammar
School 3rd Annual Chess Tournament:
Sebastian

4

3rd place trophy

Scarlett

3

Certificate

Fallan

3

Certificate

Oliver

2

Congratulations and well done to all!

CARETAKER
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Sports at Spires — Taster Events
The Oaks—Basketball
The Oaks attended a basketball
festival at Spires, alongside children
from Warberry Academy, which was
organised by Mr Coupe. The
children were split into groups where
they took part in a carousel of skillsbased activities led by the older
children at Spires. During the
games, the children worked well with
their new team mates and supported
each other throughout. It was such a
great opportunity for them to forge
new friendships with children from
other schools whilst learning and
developing new skills.

The Hollies - Tag Rugby
The children had a fantastic morning at
the Tag Rugby festival organised by the
Spires team. The morning started with
some fun games to get children warmed
up and they were having so much fun
that they were not even slightly bothered
by the cold conditions. During the
morning, we worked in small groups with
sports leaders and both classes loved
learning from older school pupils.
Different teams then played each other
in a mini tournament to finish the
session and Ilsham came out on top!
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From The Office
TERM DATES 2019-20
Autumn
2nd September
21-25 October
20 December

First Day of Term
Half Term
Last Day of Term

Spring Term
6 January
17-21 February
27 March

First Day of Term
Half Term
Last Day of Term

SCHOOL MONEY
The School Money online system is Ilsham
Academy‟s preferred method of payment for all
trips, visits, clubs and activities. However, if you
do need to make a payment through the school
office, please ensure to have the correct money,
as change is not always available.
Please note that school dinners should be
booked and paid for in advance, since ISS
Catering does not offer any credit facilities.

Summer Term
14 April
8 May (Fri)
25-29 May
1-5 June
21 July

First Day of Term
Bank Holiday
Half Term
Non Pupil Days
Last Day of Term

Please note the above holiday dates. The Head of
Academy may not grant any leave of absence during
term
time
unless
there
are
exceptional
circumstances.
All requests for a child to be absent from school
during term Time must be made in writing at least a
half term in advance of the proposed absence by
completing the absence request form obtainable from
the academy office.
Please call into the academy office if you would like
to discuss your child‟s attendance or any aspect of
absences.

BREAKFAST CLUB
In order to guarantee availability, it
is essential to book and pay online
in advance for your child‟s
breakfast club place, as spaces are
limited.
Thank you.

OFFICE HOURS
Please note that the school office will be closed
every Tuesday and Thursday
between 1.00 pm & 2.30 pm.
Thank you.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Parent Consultations will
take place on the following
dates:
BREAKFAST CLUB
Monday
2nd March
In order
to guarantee availability, it
All classes
excepttoWillows
is essential
book and pay online
in advance for your child‟s
Tuesday
3rd March
breakfast
club place, as spaces are
The Willows
limited.
Wednesday 4th Thank
March you.
All classes

Now available to book online

FUNDRAISING
The Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal
Thank you to all donations to
the Poppy Appeal through
purchases of items at
school. We raised a
staggering £346.64!
Thank you for all of your contributions.

Ilsham C of E Academy
Ilsham Road, Torquay, TQ1 2JQ
 01803 292313  ilsham@lapsw.org
 www.ilsham.com @IlshamLAP

Page 11

AUTUMN SECOND HALF TERM NEWSLETTER

